
Summer Internship Proposal 

Sarah Bush 

My goal this summer is to establish how good connections between the Kenyon College community and 
downtown Mount Vernon can help Mount Vernon to be a viable, sustainable community and advance 
Kenyon’s educational mission through economic and socio-cultural initiatives. This internship would 
entail several parts: 

1) Gaining familiarity with the specifics of downtown Mount Vernon: the needs, the challenges, the 
successes. Through interviews and participant observation I will establish a framework for what 
exactly is going on downtown and how Kenyon can fit into that framework and make it stronger. 

2) Examine faculty discussions that have taken place regarding closer college-community 
engagement. I will consider faculty perspectives on ways contact between the college and the 
surrounding community can enhance Kenyon’s educational goals 

3) I will develop concrete activities and initiatives that will attempt to change how Kenyon students 
view and relate to Mount Vernon and encourage students to spend more of their time and money 
in downtown locations. Several ideas include: 

a. Starting up the Kenyon/MVNU Student Auxiliary Committee to the Heritage Board. 
b. Creating pre-orientation programs and written materials that give incoming first year 

students a good orientation to the opportunities that downtown provides as well as the 
benefits of patronizing downtown vs. Coshocton Avenue. Additional written materials 
could be handed out to older students at check-in, such as a “Community Handbook” 
suggesting specific downtown businesses that can serve as alternatives to the big box 
stores as well as hidden gems of downtown that students don’t know about. 

c. Work with Social Board/Student Activities Committee to coordinate school-sponsored 
activities in the downtown area i.e.: 

i. Shuttled Christmas Shopping trips downtown 
ii. Subsidized tickets and transportation to Alcove dinner theatre productions and to 

Mount Vernon Players shows. 
iii. Get student bands gigs in downtown establishments, such as Sips coffee or other 

bars/restaurants. 
iv. A shuttle to the farmers’ market, while it’s in season. 

4) I will do a study into what Mount Vernon can learn from other colleges and communities.  
a. For example, the potential for creating a cultural event in Mount Vernon that will draw 

people and business from elsewhere (including Kenyon). One idea would be starting up a 
film festival.  

b. Finding a niche for downtown that Coshocton Avenue cannot provide.  

I would work on this internship Thursday, May 19th-Friday, August 5th with the intent of continuing to see 
my projects come to fruition by working for fall semester 5-10 hours per week. I will require housing 
May 14th (end of the spring semester) until August 6th, the day I will leave.  


